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Building Recording 
Main Pavilion 

 Worcestershire County Cricket Club 
in the Borough of: Worcester City 
National Grid reference: SO845545 

by  
Colin Lacey 
25/11/2008 

 

Site Name Main Pavilion, Worcestershire County Cricket Club 

Address New Road, Worcester 

Borough Worcester City 

County Worcestershire 

NGR SO845545 

Listing Not Listed 

Conservation Area Worcester Riverside 

Material Brick, timber 

Date 1898 

Function Sports pavilion with ancillary administrative functions 

Original Form Sports pavilion 

Alterations Building expanded to cover veranda, removal of 
partition walls, numerous extensions added, toilet 
block replaced with committee room 

Original Features Eastern end of visitors’ dressing room 
Clock tower 
Roof 

Historic Interest  Fair 

Architectural Merit Low 

Degree of Alteration Very High 

Summary 

Worcester architect Alfred Hill Parker designed the Main Pavilion at Worcester 
County Cricket Club in 1896. The mock-Tudor style building was constructed in 
brick and timber over the following years and was opened in 1898 in readiness for 
the 1899 cricket season. The building has been in constant, albeit seasonal use as a 
sports pavilion since this date.  
 
Owing to the changing nature of professional sports, the building has undergone a 
number of modifications throughout the twentieth century, being extended and 
adapted to fit the changing roles of a traditional cricket pavilion, although the 
historic core of the building is still apparent, along with several original features 
including the clock tower, dominating the front of the building. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 The Client 

This report was commissioned by Sid Glazzard of Glazzard Architects for and on 
behalf of Worcestershire County Cricket Club who are the landowners. 

1.2 Copyright 

The copyright of this report belongs to Worcestershire County Cricket Club and The 
Historic Environment Consultancy. No liability to third parties is accepted for 
advice and statements made in this report. 

1.3 Location 

The site is located on New Road, Worcester. The general location is shown in figure 
1 and the specific location in figure 2. 

1.4 Topography 

The site is situated on low-lying floodplain land adjacent to the River Severn. Its 
elevation dictates that the land floods annually to some depth. 

1.5 Site Visit 

The site was visited by Dr Peter Wardle during three broad phases: 
1. Whilst the building was still in use (September 2006) 
2. Immediately prior demolition (September 2008) 
3. During demolition (October 2008) 

 
 

  

Figure 1: General Location Plan 
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Figure 2: Specific Location Plan 

2. Methodology 

An extensive program of ‘total photographic recording’ was carried out on the 
property. This involves a comprehensive system of photography using digital SLR 
cameras with the aim of capturing almost every detail of a building.  
 
Owing to access difficulties and the practicality of setting up survey instruments in 
and around an active building, the building recorded using an extensive 
combination of close-range photogrammetry and conventional manual distance 
measurement involving tapes, staffs and laser distance measures. Photographs 
were rectified and analysed using Eos Systems’ Photomodeler software and 
drawings were produced in Autodesk’s AutoCAD package Consequently, the 
drawings produced derive from a mix of hand drawings, corrected photographs and 
extrapolations.  
 
Some aspects of the building could not be recorded in single photographs. 
Consequently, some photographs have been stitched together electronically for the 
purpose of this report. Such images are noted as being manipulated. 
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3. The origins of Worcester County Cricket Club 

Worcestershire County Cricket Club was formed officially at The Star Hotel, 
Worcester, on the 4th March 1865. In 1896-8, the club achieved first-class status 
and under the direction of Paul Foley, rented from the Dean and Chapter of 
Worcester Cathedral three fields on the New Road site, on which the main pavilion 
was soon built. The pavilion was opened in 1898, ready for the 1899 season (WCCC 
History website).  
 
The pavilion was designed in 1896 by local architect Alfred Hill Parker, who also 
designed the Providence Works, Charles Street, for tin plate manufacturers G. H. 
Williamson and Sons; a hall for The King’s School in Worcester, the Church of the 
Good Shepherd in Colwall (Herefordshire) and Perrins Hall, Royal Grammar School, 
Worcester, which he had formerly attended.  
 
Scorers originally sat in the clock tower, accessed by an internal ladder, although 
in c. 1954, when the scoreboard building was constructed, this position was taken 
over by press photographers. 
 
Of the two original amateur players changing rooms (until c. 1945, professional 
players changed in a separate tin shed, visible to the rear of the pavilion in figure 
5, below), situated either side of the pavilion, only the visitors’ room survives in 
fairly original condition, although it has been merged with the original kitchen, and 
its access door has been moved to the opposite wall. 
 
A plaque in the pavilion states that: 
 

“  THIS PAVILION WAS ENTIRELY REMODELLED 
BY THE SUPPORTERS’ ASSOCIATION 
AT THE COST OF £20,000 IN 1956-7. 

THE COMMITTEE ROOMS WERE 
REFURNISHED BY THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

AND THE BIG WINDOW WAS PRESENTED 
BY THE GENTLEMEN OF 

WORCESTERSHIRE CRICKET CLUB  ” 
 

The 'big window' in question is considered to be that located at the southern end of 
the members' bar. 
 
In 1964 the veranda at the front of the main pavilion was covered and glazed, in 
order to create additional accommodation.  
 
The building currently hosts a members’ bar, players’ rooms, a kitchen and 
committee rooms and spectators facilities. 
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Figure 3: The Pavilion, illustrated on original plan, Alfred Hill Parker, 1896 (WRO Ref. b496.5 BA9360 Plan 2289) 
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Figure 4: Original ground floor pavilion plan (WRO Ref. b496.5 BA9360 Plan 2289) 
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Figure 5: Detail of proposed lower ground (basement) structures from original plan (WRO Ref. b496.5 BA9360 Plan 2289) 
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Figure 6: Transcription of original architect's plan 
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Figure 7: Trusses from the remaining original parts of the building 
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Figure 8: Elevations adapted from original plan 
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Plate 1: The Main Pavilion, early 20th Century 
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Plate 2 and Plate 3: the cricket ground flooded, 1972. Vockins 1980:74) 
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Plate 4: The cricket pitch in winter with frozen floodwater providing a natural ice rink 
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4. Description of Main Pavilion 

The main pavilion is a greatly modified structure dating from 1898. Originally 
raised above the ground on posts and on the walls of a storeroom beneath, the 
pavilion consisted of a large room with a bar in the north-west corner, changing 
rooms at each end, with a kitchen to the north and an external toilet block to the 
south. The pavilion had a veranda outside to the east, facing the pitch, and 
terraced seating sloping down toward the area of play. 
 
A small clock tower was situated on the roof above the main entrance doors. This 
featured a weather vane, clock and doors leading to a small balcony. This balcony 
was the location for the scorers, and later, press photographers. The balcony had 
since been removed. 
 
During the 20th century, the main pavilion was extended a great deal. By 1906, the 
pavilion had been extended to the west along its length, with an east-west two-
storey wing providing kitchen and office accommodation with storage space and a 
lavatory beneath. This is the only part of the building that has a lower ground floor 
area and there is evidence in the archives of the Defence of Britain Project to 
suggest that this ground floor area was adapted for use as a defended building 
during the Second World War1. The remainder of the pavilion and its extensions are 
situated on brick piers, excepting the storeroom beneath the original construction. 
 
By 1928, the pavilion had apparently been extended to the south, with a small 
balcony to the east on the new extension. Evidence from maps suggests that the 
pavilion stayed in this state until at least 1950. Extensive redevelopment occurred 
over the following years including the refitting of the pavilion in 1956-7. In 1964, to 
increase accommodation, the veranda was incorporated into the rest of the 
building. A further extension was constructed to the south and it is thought that 
the balcony on the earlier southern extension was at this point covered over with a 
flat roof. A modern extension to the west houses lavatories. 
 
The northern end of the pavilion building has not escaped extension. The home 
team changing room was added echoing the southern extensions. West of the home 
team changing room, a large flat-roofed extension was added stretching across the 
northern part of the rear of the building. In the northwest corner, a second storey 
is present. 
 
North of the pavilion building a smaller grandstand has been appended and an 
extensive block of offices, press rooms, a large dining room and kitchens have been 
built on to the northern end of the pavilion, flanking New Road. At the eastern end 
of these, the office buildings join the stands that also run along the New Road site 
boundary. 
 
The modern pavilion bears little internal resemblance to the original structure. 
Surviving features comprise: 

• The eastern end of the visitors’ changing room  

                                         
1 Buildings with strengthened walls and loopholes for guns were often constructed in areas in which 
pillboxes would have been conspicuous or impractical. This was one of several in the area, clustered 
in an anti-tank island, situated so as to defend the bridge into Worcester. 
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• The roof and clock tower (minus its balcony) 

• Some under-floor walls 
 

The original pavilion was largely of brick and timber-based construction, painted 
white with black timbers in a mock-Tudor style.  
 
The original building was timber framed, with a combination of pegged and nailed 
construction. The frame was of softwood which was subsequently timber clad. 
Some areas of the surviving frame were infilled with brick (see demolition 
photographs). It is unknown as to whether the timber frame was manufactured on 
or off site. 
 

 

Plate 5: The Main Pavilion under renovation in the late 1960s showing the balcony 
before removal (Berrows Newspapers) 
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Figure 9: Ground floor plan 
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 Figure 10: Basement and first floor plans 
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5. Exterior 

5.1 North Elevation  

The north elevation adjoins the main building. The original pavilion structure 
cannot be seen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Plate 6: Join between main pavilion (left) and more recent buildings to the north 
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5.2 East Elevation 

 

Plate 7: East Elevation 

 
Facing the pitch is the east elevation. The original clock tower is present at the 
centre of the building, flanked by original small dormer windows. The original 
lozenge-shaped windows made up of eight panes were replaced with windows 
consisting of single panes at some point in the late 1960s - early 1970s. The larger 
dormers containing the original changing rooms can be seen, the outer edges of 
which demarcate the limits of the original pavilion. The panoramic windows in 
these parts of the building have replaced the original fittings, originally comprising 
three casements, the central example of which featured an arched top protruding 
into the dormers. The extensions of the building are apparent either side of the 
dormers and the area between, with its wide glass windows, illustrates the extent 
of the 1964 renovations. 
 
The clock tower / scorers' box bears the motif of Worcestershire County Cricket 
Club and the date AD 1898, the date of the completion of the pavilion. Both are 
inscribed on lozenges set in a pattern of leaves. The clock, made by Cassidy’s of 
Worcester, is thought to be original. Also of note is the cricket-themed 
weathervane at the top of the tower, modelled on a cricket ball and bat, and a set 
of stumps. Faint marks can be seen on the pillars either side of the doors where the 
balustrade from the now-removed balcony was once fixed. 
 
The doors below the clock are of the bi-fold variety and  are set in a moulded arch. 
All feature small panes of glass. The panes in the outer doors are set in a 3x3 
configuration, whereas those in the inner doors are in a 2x3 configuration. Each 
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pane in the uppermost row is shaped following the curve of the archway situated 
above. 
 
Either end of the clock tower, moulded columns hint at the profile of the posts 
supporting the handrail on the original scorers’ balcony, removed post 1964. 
Despite the absence of the balcony, a handle is still present on the exterior of the 
northern door. 
 
The side walls of the scorers' box show its timber-framed construction. The timbers 
are painted black with white infill. Above the framing, each wall features a pair of 
windows each of 2x3 configuration, with the top panes of each window forming an 
arch. 
 
The roof of the scorers' box, like that of all other pitched-roof areas of the 
pavilion, is clad in plain tiles with decorative two-hole hexagonal crest ridge tiles.   

 
 
 
 

 

Plate 8: Clock Tower 
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Plate 9: Detail of clock, following removal in September 2008 

 

 

Plate 10: Detail of weathervane and bell following removal in September 2008 
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5.3 South Elevation 

 

Plate 11: South Elevation 

To the right of Plate 11, the profile of the original pavilion can be seen, although 
this structure is a post 1960 extension accommodating the committee room. West 
of this, a modern raised brick flowerbed projects from the corner separating 
parking spaces from the path leading to the pitch. The southern wall of the main 
pavilion building is of red bricks in a cement mortar matrix. Only 18 courses are 
visible at the foot of the wall as the remainder is rendered with a white painted 
pebbledash above this level running to the pitch of the gabled roof. Bargeboards 
are fitted to the gable below which the projecting ends of the purlins can be seen.  
 
An aerial and satellite dish are fitted to the apex of the roof at this point and 
electrical distribution equipment and a security light are located at the western 
end of the southern wall.  
 
West of the pre-1928 extension, a modern pebbledashed extension is situated 
housing the members' (gents') lavatory. Bridging the gap between this extension 
and the main north-south part of the building, the small ladies' lavatory can be 
found, set back from the line of the gents' extension. The southern elevation of the 
ladies' lavatory is visible as a wall with extractor unit, situated at the top of a flight 
of steps leading to the committee room back door. 
 
The southern wall of the gents' lavatory block features a row of six high level 
obscure-glazed windows, one of which has been fitted with an electric extractor 
fan unit. This block is one of the most recent extensions to the building filling the 
corner left between the north-south part of the structure and an east-west brick 
built wing housing a storeroom located to the north of centre of the north-south 
part of the pavilion. The lavatory block is erected on brick piers to bring it to the 
floor level of the pavilion, although the piers are concealed behind black painted 
fence panels.  
 


